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reflected light; 

a first tracking error signal generator which detects a phase difference between the 
photodetection signals from the photodetector, and generates a first tracking error signal 
corresponding to the phase difference; 

a first variable amplifier which varies the amplitude of the first tracking error signal; 

a second tracking error signal generator which detects a level difference between the 
photodetection signals from the photodetector, and generates from the photodetection signal a 
second tracking error signal corresponding to the level difference; 

a second variable amplifier which varies the amplitude of the second tracking error 

signal; 

a combining xmit which combines the first and second tracking error signals generated 
by the first and second variable amplifiers, and provides a combined tracking error signal; 

a tracking control unit which controls tracking by using the tracking error signal 
combined by th e combining unit; and 

v/herein th e a_muting unit compris e s s e ction which mutes one of the first and second 
tracking error signals when the amplitude of the one of the tracking error signals is lower than 
a predetermined reference : and 

a tracking control unit which controls tracking by using the tracking error signal 
combined by the combining unit . 
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